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The general rules governing the interpretation and construction of statutes and ordinances generally are applicable to regulations 
governing vehicles and their use upon the public ways.! Every provision of a motor vehicle code should be interpreted in light 
of its intent to promote public safety.” It has been held that traffic regulations affecting safety should be liberally construed to 


effect their purpose.” However, it has also been held that statutory authority to prescribe traffic rules is strictly construed,” and 
that an ambiguity in a motor vehicle act should be read in favor of the motor vehicle operator because personal interests are at 


stake.” Where the statute is clear on its face, no construction is warranted.° 


The central principle which runs through the cases dealing with statutes regulatory of highway traffic is that such statutes must 
have a practical or workable interpretation, not an arbitrary or unreasonable construction, and never one that would require an 


impossibility.” Where a court is confronted with a statute, the literal construction of which would render it unconstitutional, 
the court must adopt such a construction, when reasonably possible, as will save the statute, and at the same time save every 


savable provision or term in it. 
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